FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 10, 2020

City of Gloucester COVID-19 Advisory

--City prepares for COVID-19 surge in Massachusetts
--New measures announced to prevent community transmission
--Board of Health issues additional emergency orders
GLOUCESTER, Mass. (April 10, 2020) – Mayor Sefatia Romeo Theken and the City of Gloucester continue
to advance measures to limit person to person contact to help slow the spread of novel coronavirus
(COVID-19).
As of today, there have been 58 confirmed cases of COVID-19 in the City of Gloucester: two deceased,
16 currently in home isolation, four are currently hospitalized, and 36 have recovered.
As the City prepares for the COVID-19 outbreak to surge in Massachusetts, additional measures are
being implemented throughout the City to further promote social distancing in high congregation areas.
As this rapidly evolving situation progresses and the COVID-19 case count continues to escalate locally
and statewide, the City may be forced to enact further measures and closures.
At this time, all beaches, parks and trails will continue to remain open to the public. However, in an
effort to curb the amount of people using any of these areas at one time, effective immediately, many
parking lots are closed and additional parking restrictions at access points are in place. Residents and
guests visiting any of our beaches, parks and trails are asked to respect the social distancing guidelines
by maintaining a distance of 6 feet, wear a mask or face covering, practice responsible personal care and
hygiene and to clean up and properly dispose of your personal trash.
New Community Measures in Place Effective Immediately
The following measures will go into effect immediately until at least May 4.
• Playgrounds: City playgrounds remain closed. The nearly twenty playgrounds around the City
will be locked and/or roped off as studies have shown that the virus can stay on surfaces for up
to several days and playgrounds are not disinfected.

•
•

•

Stage Fort Park: Gloucester Dog Park will remain open but parking at Stage Fort Park will be
closed. Walk-in access only.
Beaches:
o Niles Beach - No parking will be allowed at Niles Beach.
o Wingaersheek Beach – The parking lot remains closed and additional parking
restrictions will be implemented and enforced along Atlantic Street.
o Good Harbor Beach – The parking lot remains closed and additional parking restrictions
will be implemented and enforced in the adjacent neighborhoods.
Dogtown: No parking will be allowed on Dogtown Road.

Electronic and other signage will be posted at all of these areas. The Gloucester Police Department will
have an increased presence throughout the City and will be out enforcing traffic and/or parking
violations.
There are many high foot traffic areas within the City – most notably Stacy Boulevard. Everyone is
encouraged to practice social distancing and to wear a mask or face covering when out in public. Please
do not congregate and if there is a crowded area use your best judgement to keep yourself safe by
considering to wait for people to move out of the way or walking a different path.
Mayor Romeo Theken said, “It is vital that everyone within the City of Gloucester follow the
recommendations of the CDC and DPH to do what is necessary to address this ongoing crisis. By
practicing social distancing, wearing a mask or face cover out in public, and not gathering together in
groups we can make a difference. We control the turning point of COVID-19 in our community.”
Gloucester Board of Health Emergency Orders
Today, the Gloucester Board of Health issued additional emergency orders to protect members of the
public from transmission of the coronavirus. The full orders will be available shortly and can be viewed
here.
An emergency order was issued regarding the Use of Masks and Other Protective Measures - This
Order requires the use of face coverings by members of the public when entering any essential business,
at a restaurant for the purpose of picking up food for take-out, or entering or exiting a residential or
commercial building complex of greater than one (1) unit and while in common areas and communal
spaces. Additionally, all employees of all essential businesses shall wear a face covering, provided by
their employer, when interacting with the public and within six feet of a co-worker.
The operation of Ice Cream Trucks are prohibited. Brick and mortar establishments serving ice cream
will be allowed to operate in accordance with the Governor’s Directive if effective social distancing
measures are implemented.

The cloth face coverings recommended are not surgical masks or N-95 respirators, which should be left
for medical professionals and first responders. Wearing a face covering can lessen, not fully prevent, the
chance of the person wearing the covering spreading COVID-19 to others. People should also continue
to social distance to further minimize exposure. See the following links for information on cloth face
coverings:
• Face Covering Do’s and Don’ts Graphic
• How to make a mask
• How to wear/wash cloth face coverings
Another order was issued establishing a moratorium on eviction enforcement which states that
no landlord and/or owner shall enforce an eviction upon a resident of Gloucester, including residential
tenants and commercial tenants deemed to be essential businesses per the directive of the Governor of
Massachusetts, during this public health crisis. Additionally, no landlord and/or owner shall access or
seek to access a tenant’s dwelling space for purposes such as general inspections, displaying units to
potential future tenants and other non-critical activities. A landlord may only access a tenant’s dwelling
space to make repairs requested by the tenant, repairs required as a matter of law, or to respond to a
life-threatening emergency. A tenant may refuse access of entry for non-critical purposes or when
adequate social distancing arrangements (at a minimum of six feet) have not been made.
A final emergency order was issued mandating all Elder Housing and Congregate Housing buildings
within the City of Gloucester to restrict access in order to limit exposure to the occupants. Only health
care workers, vendors or service providers approved by the management agencies, or visits by individual
family members or friends, are allowed.
City Recommended COVID-19 Surge Preparations
For at least the next two weeks, City officials recommend the following:
• Limit, or if possible eliminate, all essential trips, such as grocery shopping;
• Avoid gatherings and maintain physical distance from others in public;
• Practice good hygiene including thorough and frequent hand-washing;
• Avoid touching your face; and
• And per recent CDC guidelines and Gloucester Board of Health’s emergency order, wear a mask
or face covering when entering a grocery store, picking up food from a restaurant, entering
other essential businesses that are currently open, or entering or exiting a residential or
commercial building complex of greater than one (1) unit.
Mayor Romeo Theken said, “Please stay home for the Holidays. Even though we may be physically
separated from each other and our loved ones, we are never far apart spiritually. We must all do more
and continue to stay away from each other physically. If we can stop community transmissions, we will
stop the virus. Each and every one of us will save lives by staying apart and staying home.”

Social Distancing and Additional Guidelines
We cannot say it enough, all residents are encouraged to practice social distancing by remaining at least
six feet away from others. Social distancing will help to minimize exposure among people, especially
given that COVID-19 is highly contagious and people may be contagious prior to exhibiting symptoms.
As always, if anyone displays symptoms of COVID-19, including a fever, cough or shortness of breath,
they should not come to work or school and they are advised to contact their primary care provider.
About The City of Gloucester, Massachusetts
America's oldest seaport, the City of Gloucester is known throughout the world as an authentic, working
waterfront community, a place of spectacular natural beauty, and home to a diverse population of more
than 30,000 residents. Its sharp focus on economic development has helped build its reputation as the
ideal location to live, work, and play. An important center for the fishing industry, Gloucester is also
proud of its vibrant cultural life and rich art heritage. Gloucester is a destination for thousands of visitors
who visit the harbor and its beaches during the summer months. The City will be celebrating its 400th
Anniversary in 2023. For more information please visit www.gloucester-ma.gov.
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