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Gloucester HarborWalk: Context

The City of Gloucester has a rich maritime history centered on commercial fishing and support
industries that relied heavily upon water access. Over time Gloucester Harbor was built up with
wharves, piers, docks and buildings that extended into and along virtually the entire waters edge.
Today, numerous active maritime industries remain in Gloucester Harbor. However as a
consequence, public access to or along the waterfront is limited in both extent and quality.
The City intends to create a pedestrian pathway, a HarborWalk, that will extend public access
and allow continuous pedestrian passage from Stage Fort Park and the Stacy Boulevard promenade
through the heart of the working harbor to the historic and cultural sites along Harbor Loop.
The Gloucester HarborWalk will provide improved access to recreational and cultural opportunities
such as Pavilion Beach, the Fitz Henry Lane House, Maritime Heritage Center, harbor businesses
and restaurants, and provide greater public access to the water’s edge. The HarborWalk will
provide educational opportunities for residents and visitors to learn about the harbor’s history and
Gloucester’s unique maritime heritage as well as to see and understand contemporary maritime
activities. The HarborWalk will also be designed to strengthen connections among the working harbor,
downtown attractions and Main Street businesses.
Strong design, consistent use of materials, interpretive features and public art will help create a distinctive
urban landmark for the City and provide an inviting experience for visitors, residents and employees of
surrounding businesses.

Gloucester’s historic harbor

Sarah Garcia, Community Development Director
Gregg Cademartori, Planning Director
Susan St. Pierre, Project Manager
Matt Lustig, Project Manager

Segment 1 Chamber of Commerce Visitor’s Center – Latitude 43
Length: 600’
Latitude 43
Doyon’s
St. Peter’s Square

Intershell/ St. Peter’s Square parking lot

SITE OPPORTUNITIES
To provide an improved pedestrian walkway from the Chamber of Commerce
Visitor’s Center through St. Peter’s Square and along the existing public access
deck in front of the Doyon’s, Coughlin and Latitude 43 buildings.
This existing stretch of the HarborWalk offers views of the City’s working
waterfront. The existing walkway passes the main entrance of Latitude 43
to Rogers Street with connections to Main Street businesses.

SITE CONSTRAINTS
The existing HarborWalk through St. Peter’s Square does not connect to
Commercial Street. Currently, pedestrians must walk through the public
parking area to Commercial Street. The existing HarborWalk along the
waterfront portion of St. Peter’s Square is in disrepair. The existing
informational sign in St. Peter’s Square is out of date and not located along
the waterfront. The HarborWalk surface treatments, lighting and railings vary
widely along this relatively short segment.

Existing HarborWalk at St. Peter’s Square

Existing sinkhole

ANALYSIS
Establishing a designated pedestrian connection from the waterfront at St. Peter’s Square westerly to Commercial Street may require an easement
from the adjacent Intershell Seafood Co. property at 44 Commercial Street and/or re-configuration of the public parking at St. Peter’s Square to
provide the necessary walkway width. Such a connection should include the use of bollards or other design elements to clearly demarcate the
HarborWalk and allow safe passage for pedestrians adjacent to the parking lot.
Determining the precise property boundaries may be helpful to determine if acquiring an easement is necessary. Structural improvements
to the existing pathway through St. Peter’s Square and new lighting will be necessary.
The existing informational sign in St. Peter’s Square should be updated and repositioned closer to the waterfront.

DESIGN 1
A clearly designated pedestrian walkway through St. Peter’s Square starting
at Commercial Street that connects to the existing timber deck waterfront
walkway along the Doyon’s, Coughlin and Latitude 43 properties.

Left, Latitude 43 deck
Right, Harbor View from deck

Segment 2 Fisherman’s Wharf - Gus Foote Park
Length: 225’

Gus Foote
Park

Latitude 43

Fisherman’s
Wharf

Existing HarborWalk between Fisherman’s Wharf and Latitude 43

Entrance to Latitude 43 and shared parking area with Fisherman’s Wharf

SITE OPPORTUNITIES

ANALYSIS

To extend the pedestrian walkway from Latitude 43 through the Fisherman’s
Wharf property, a redeveloping maritime business, and to provide an over-water
pedestrian connection to Gus Foote Park.

Design 2 maintains proximity to the water and allows pedestrians to view active maritime industrial uses.
The design pathway include measures (i.e. signs, warning lights, gates) to ensure pedestrian safety across the site.

SITE CONSTRIANTS
The ultimate redeveloped use of the Fisherman’s Wharf site remains
uncertain. A fish processing facility and fish auction will require early
morning truck access to the front of the site. Currently, the property
contains a shared parking lot connected to the adjacent Latitude 43
restaurant via an interior drive. The majority of the waterfront at this location is
used for active berthing of commercial vessels and is not available for public
access.

The route offers an interesting over-water pedestrian experience but likely high construction costs and complicated in-water permitting.
Design 2 may be constrained if redevelopment of the Fisherman’s Wharf site requires active use of this portion of the existing wharf.
The City should coordinate with the owner of Fisherman’s Wharf through the redevelopment process to optimize the potential of a
HarborWalk through the site.

An over-water pedestrian connection will require pedestrian access
from the existing pile supported wharf at the Fisherman’s Wharf site
to Gus Foote Park. Will redevelopment of the site allow pedestrian
access across the wharf?

DESIGN 2
A pedestrian walkway that crosses the front entrance of the redeveloped building south of the parking lot and continues over the water to Gus Foote Park. An
expanded 20’ wide seating and viewing area could project over the rip-rap bank.

View of Fisherman’s Wharf from Gus Foote Park 				

Storage containers and rip-rap bank at Fisherman’s Wharf

Segment 3 Gus Foote Park – I4-C2
Length: 375’

I4-C2
Gloucester
House

Gus Foote Park and parking lot with Gloucester House in rear

Site provides access to Harbor businesses

Narrow parking median with obstructions

SITE OPPORTUNITIES

ANALYSIS

To provide a pedestrian walkway from Gus Foote Park to the I4-C2 site across
the Gloucester House restaurant property.

Design 3 will require re-configuring the parking median, removing existing obstructions, and potentially repositioning parking
spaces to create an accessible route across the lot.

SITE CONSTRAINTS

The CIty should coordinate the re-configuration of the parking lot with the owner of the Gloucester House.

A public parking lot fronts the Gloucester House restaurant. The lot
includes a narrow concrete parking median with light poles and maritime
themed bollards. The obstructed median does not provide an ADA
accessible route.

DESIGN 3
A reconfigured and wider parking median will provide an ADA accessible
route to the I4-C2 boardwalk.

Iconic views of Gloucester Harbor at I4-C2

Segment 4 I4C2 - Parson Street/ Harbor Loop
Length: Alternative7A 500’ Alternative 7B 650’

Rogers Street
To Harbor Loop

I4-C2
Gloucester
House

Existing dock at I4-C2 							

Above grade dock entry

SITE OPPORTUNITIES

ANALYSIS

To create a pedestrian walkway along the existing I4-C2 boardwalk,
with sweeping views of the harbor and the Paint Factory that connects to
Harbor Loop, Solomon Jacobs Park, the Fitz Henry Lane House and the
Maritime Center. To establish a pedestrian connection to Main Street
businesses via Parson Street.

Design Alternative 4A provides a direct connection to Main Street businesses but does not provide an ADA accessible route.
Design Alternative 4B provides a direct connection to the Harbor Loop attractions and the potential for an ADA accessible route.
Both alternatives may require re-configuration to accommodate future site redevelopment.

SITE CONSTRAINTS
The City recently acquired the site to facilitate redevelopment. Future uses
may limit the possibility for a direct pedestrian through the site to Parson Street.
The boardwalk is currently 4’ above grade. In order to make the boardwalk
accessible to all, this elevation change must be incorporated into the site
design via ramping systems or site re-grading.

DESIGN ALTERNATIVE 4A
Utilize the I4-C2 boardwalk for a waterfront pedestrian experience and establish
a direct connection to Parson Street using DPW granite steps.

DESIGN ALTERNATIVE 4B
Utilize the I4-C2 boardwalk for a waterfront pedestrian experience along the
perimeter of the site to a pedestrian ramp connecting to Harbor Loop and
Solomon Jacobs Park.
Parson Street connection from I4-C2 dock

Parson Street at Rogers St.

Rear of F.H. Lane House at Harbor Loop

HarborWalk Precedents:
Boston																							

concrete walkway with granite seawall, no railing

timber walkway with steel tube railing

concrete and brick walkway with iron bollards and
chain railing

concrete walkway with bollard/chain railing and timber
benches

brick walkway with concrete bollards

brick walkway with granite bollards and steel railing

timber walkway with iron and wood benches; post and
chain railing

concrete walkway with crushed stone path and steel
railing

concrete pavers with steel railing and benches

Gloucester

timber walkway, benches and railing

timber decking and railing with lighting

brick walkway with granite bollards and
lighting

