GLOUCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS
WARNINGS OUT
1705 - 1834

The following WARNINGS OUT were compiled from the Town of Gloucester
SELECTMEN’S RECORD BOOKs, Nos. 1,2 & 3; RECORDS OF PERSONAL
PROPERTY and one original warrant. They include all such warnings out found to date.

Generally in New England, the town of birth was considered responsible for caring for
its citizens. When a person or family moved into a new town, he or they were “warned
out”, that is, told that if he fell upon hard times, the new town of residence would not
support the newcomer but would send him back to the town of origin for his support. It
seems that everyone, including doctors and gentlemen, were warned out. Copies of these
lists were forwarded to the County Courts of General Sessions, presumably to be used as
evidence should a legal writ be needed to remove a person or persons from a town.

These warnings out often give the only evidence of the origin of certain residents.
They also help to date arrivals in town.

Selectmen’s Record Books may be viewed on microfilm at the Sawyer Free Library,
Dale Avenue, Gloucester, MA. The microfilm is located in Box 876177, Roll 2053.
Records of Personal Property and the original warrant are located in the Gloucester
Archives at City Hall, Dale Avenue, Gloucester, MA.

KEY: Name :: State or Country of origin :: County/Area of Origin :: Town of Origin ::
Date of Warning Out or of Record of Warning Out ::

Source:
1. Selectmen’s Records Books, 1705-1792
(followed by Book No. 1, 2 or 3 & page)
2. Records of Personal Property 1790-1834 (followed by page)
3. Original warrant, 1792 ((followed by its location in City Hall vault #3)

2d Source: second source of information, or
CI (Comings In),
CIT (Came Into Town), or
TI (Taken In, bond given by resident) or
Name of Constable who warned.

Spellings follow the original writing as closely as possible. Assume a (sic) after each entry.

[?] indicates that the entry was indecipherable. Words in [brackets] added by Archives Committee.
Prepared by John C. Reilly, Myron Markell and Mary Ray, rev. ed. Mar. 24, 1996. Revised in April/May,
2003, by Stephanie Buck (who reread the original documents, correcting and adding many names) and
Sarah Dunlap, all members of the Gloucester Archives Committee.
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