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REVOLUTIONARY WAR ROLLS 1775 - 1776

These Revolutionary War rolls of Gloucester companies were copied from
volume CC248 (in wunusable condition) stored in the Gloucester,
Massachusetts Archives. The originals are at Mass Archives, Columbia Point,
Boston. Many of these copies have volume & page # from Mass Archives.

Muster rolls are lists of troops assembled for a roll call for pay or other
purpose. Coat rolls are lists of men eligible to receive issue of winter coats
or their equivalent in money. A return is a report to a higher authority,
usually a list of men for a specific purpose.

The original pagination in CC248 was haphazard and does not lend itself to
the logical organization of these lists by unit, type of service and time
sequence. Therefore a new page number has been assigned to each page.
The old page numbers are retained in parentheses for historic value only.

The first section consists of lists of Gloucester Volunteers with the Company
and Regiment to which they belonged. These were line units of the
Massachusetts Army, later in the service of the United Colonies of North
America and finally the Continental Army.

PAGES ROLLS

1&2 (210-211) Muster Roll of Capt. Nathaniel Warner’s Company, 17th
Regiment from May to Aug 1775.

3&4 (208-209) Coat Roll of Capt. Warner’s Company, 17th Regiment

probably Oct 1775. Note names of men killed at Bunker

Hill, page 3.

5 (40) Coat Roll of Capt. Barnabas Dodge’s Company, 38th
Regiment probably Oct 1775.

6&'7 (152-153) Coat Roll of Capt. Gideon Parker’s Company, 17th
Regiment probably Oct 1775.

8&9 (154-155) Coat Roll of Capt. Joseph Roby’s Company, 17th Regiment
probably Oct 1775.

10 (156) Return of Capt. John Row’s Company, 27th Regiment.
Names of men killed at Bunker Hill listed as "dead".

11&12 (190-191) Muster Roll of Capt. John Row’s Company, 27th Regiment.
Note three men listed as killed 17 June 1775, also 16 men
charged for guns.

13 (157) Names of 13 Gloucester men in Capt. Israel Putnam’s
Company, 19th Regiment taken from Coat Roll dated 6 Oct

1775. Remainder of Company from Danvers, Lynn and
Middleton.



The History of the Town of Gloucester Cape Ann by John J. Babson 1860,
page 389, says "... there was another Company, commanded by Capt. James
Collins, which marched to Cambridge on the 15th of June. No roll of this
company has yet come to light; but our town-records furnish a list of twenty-
three of its members to whom guns were delivered."

The second section consists of lists of Gloucester Companies stationed on
Cape Ann for defence of the Seacoast.

PAGES ROLLS

14-16 (206-207, 106) Muster Roll of Capt. Joseph Whipple’s Company,
July - 31 Dec 1775. Half of the Company was stationed in
Gloucester, the other half in Manchester.

17-28 (194-205) Muster Rolls July 1775 - Aug 1776, Capt. Daniel Warner’s
ist Company, stationed in Gloucester for defence of the
Seacoast. Note deaths of two men 8 Aug 1775 in the

Falcon action on page 18.

29-36 (162-169) Muster Rolls Capt. Bradburg Saunder’s 2nd Company,
stationed in Gloucester for defence of the Seacoast
Jan 1776 - Nov 1776.

37-44 (144-151) Muster Rolls Capt. William Pearson’s 3rd Company,
stationed in Gloucester for defence of the Seacoast
Jan - Nov 17786.

45-48 (52-55) Muster Roll of Capt. William Ellery’s 1st Company of
Artillery stationed in Gloucester for defence of the
Seacoast June 1776 - Dec 1776.

An examination of these lists show that between 550 and 600 men were in
these Companies in 1775 & 1776, over 20% of the male population. This
does not take into consideration the hundreds who were in the Naval service.
A good showing for a Town of 5000 people.

Prepared by John C. Reilly and Mary Ray
December 13, 1995
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