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CITY OF GLOUCESTER 
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE 
PROJECT APPLICATION COVER SHEET 
 

 

 

 

I:  Project Information 

Project Title: First Parish Burial Ground and Clarks Cemetery, Historic Cemetery 
stone repair 
 

Project Summary: 
 
First Parish Burial Ground is the oldest cemetery in the city and Clark cemetery has 
suffered many years of neglect and vandalism.  The Cemeteries Advisory Committee 
is working with other interested parties to restore and preserve several damaged 
stones.   
 
Over time, volunteers have accomplished a lot of the work.  Volunteer work has 
played an important role but many of the historic stones require professional 
restoration.  Restoration professionals will complete the work detailed in this 
document. 
 
First Parish Burial Ground established in 1644, is on the National Register of 
Historic Places.   
 

(1) Mary Coffin (1789) snapped off base 
(2) William Fuller (1777) in two pieces  
(3) Miles Barnes Captain of the Industry wreck, in two pieces (1796)   
(4) Judith Saunders crack (1770)  
(5) Deacon William Parsons in two pieces (1755)   
(6) Betsey Coffin (1793) off base 
(7) Elizabeth Plummer in two pieces (1781) 

 
 
Adjoining Clarks Cemetery was established in 1835. 
 
Several stones have fallen off their bases including;  

(1) Large Hunt (1841) and Breed (1918) monument  
(2) Large Pew monument 
(3) William Anderson (1866)  
(4) Large Karcher monument  
(5) Ryder 1863  
(6) Large stone that has fallen over, face down, to the left of Peter Lesueur  
(7) Large stone that has fallen over, face down, to the right of Peter Lesueur  
(8) Hunson 

 

Estimated start date:  June 2018   
Estimated completion date:  October 2018 
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Key Preservation Timeline 
 

¶ In 1987 through 1995, the mayor appointed a Cemetery Advisory Committee to review the 
conditions at the cityôs twenty burial places.  The First Parish Burial Ground Project grew out 
of committee.  The project inventoried and arranged for the conservation of several 
gravestones.   

¶ In 2003, the new Historical Burial Ground Committee of the Gloucester Historical 
Commission (GHC) was established.  With support from the Massachusetts Historical 
Commission, the GHC was able to nominate the burial ground to the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

¶ In 2008, Partnership Grant from the Essex National Heritage Commission allowed the GHC to 
prepare the First Parish Burial Ground Preservation Plan. This plan has become the basis 
for all the work going forward into 2017.  Martha Lyon Landscape Architect prepared the 
detailed plan.  

¶ Beginning in 2014 the volunteer group, Burial Ground Restoration Alliance performed 
extensive work in First Parish and Clarks. Rachel Meyer, Josh Gerloff, and Crystal Daley 
established the group and began applying standards and protocols used in other industry 
cemeteries they support. In 2015 they organized a lot of volunteer cleanups as well as working 
with the DPW and City Council. They found working with the old paper documents, stored at 
the DPW and Archives, essential but cumbersome. At this time they utilized more modern 
archival methods like Google Drive and Findagrave.com. There were several training sessions 
attended by the current Cemeteries Advisory Committee. 

¶ As a way of communicating and sharing information the Alliance established two Facebook 
pages https://www.facebook.com/clarkcemeterygloucester/ 
https://www.facebook.com/firstparishburialgroundgloucester/ 

¶ In 2016 the mayor appointed a new Cemeteries Advisory Committee (CAC), which is 
currently comprised of Sandy Barry, Beverly McKean, and Patti Amaral.  The committee holds 
monthly meetings as well as periodic meetings with the DPW.  Meeting agendas and minutes 
are posted here - http://gloucester-ma.gov/index.aspx?nid=869 

¶ Richard and Kathy Clark, descendants, got involved in 2016 when they saw the condition of 
Clarks cemetery. They mobilized city officials by writing letters, contacting DPW, and attending 
city council meetings.  They involved the Cemeteries Advisory Committee to help work through 
issues at the city level. 

¶ Fall 2016, City Councilor Joe Orlando organized a 30 person work party in Clarks. Steve 
LeBlanc also participated in the cleanup. Jamie OôHara has also donated his time and crew 
and Melissa Cox has donated her time in both cemeteries.  

¶ The Gloucester conservation agent advised the CAC on how to begin controlling the invasive 
species, Japanese knotweed.  The weed has taken over 1/3 of Clarks Cemetery making it 
difficult to work in the cemetery. 

¶ In early 2017 the Cemeteries Advisories Committee was awarded a grant from 
Massachusetts SHRAB (Preservation Grants for Veterans Collections Monuments and 
Memorials).  The $6,326 grant will help us fix several American Revolutionary War and Civil 
War Veteranôs stones. 

¶ Thereôs significant support within the city and community to keep the work going in the burial 
grounds.  The CAC received several letter of support for the SHRAB grant, including; all City 
Councilors, Office of Veteran Services, Gloucester Historical Commission, Gloucester Archives 
Committee, City of Gloucester Public Works, the Clark Family, and the Daughters of the 
American Revolution. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/clarkcemeterygloucester/
https://www.facebook.com/firstparishburialgroundgloucester/
http://gloucester-ma.gov/index.aspx?nid=869
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CITY OF GLOUCESTER 
C O M M U N I T Y  P R E S E R V A T I O N  C O M M I T T E E  

 

PROJECT  SCHEDULE 

 

 Activity Estimated 
Date 

Project Start Date: 
 

Start work in Clarks before Japanese 
Knotweed growth makes access more 
difficult.  Reference the stone inventory later 
in this document. 

June 2018 

Project Milestone: 
 

Clarks completed. July 2018 

50% Completion 
Stage: 
 

  

Project Milestone: 
  

Continue in the First Parish Burial Ground 
where access is easier.  Reference the stone 
inventory later in this document. 

August 2018 

Project Completion 
Date: 
 

First Parish completed. October 2018 
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C I T Y  O F  G L O U C E S T E R  
C O M M U N I T Y  P R E S E R V A T I O N  C O M M I T T E E  

 

BUDGET FORM 

 

Project Name:  First Parish Burial Ground and Clarks Cemetery, Historic Cemetery stone repair 

Applicant:  Sandy Barry, co-chair, Gloucester Cemeteries Advisory Committee 

 

SOURCES OF FUNDING 

Source Amount  

Community Preservation Act Fund $ 9,500  

   

Total Project Funding $ 9,500  

 

 

PROJECT EXPENSES 

Expense Amount Source 

Water tank $0 DPW supplied 

Pea stone $0 DPW supplied 

Sand $0 DPW supplied 

Restoration 10 to 14 stones 
* See attached Fannin Lehner 
proposal 

$ 9,500 CPA 

   

Total Project Expenses $ 9,500  

 
We obtained a $9,500 quote from Fannin Lehner Preservation Consultants. Proposal is attached. 
 
Working from the Concord, Massachusettsôs office, FanninÅLehner Preservation Consultants is under 
the direction of Minxie Jensvold Fannin, Managing Principal. James C. Fannin, Jr., Senior Associate, 
heads up the section focusing on burial ground conservation. 
 
Minxie Jensvold Fannin, Managing Principal, will oversee the Veteranôs Gravestone/Monument 
Conservation Project in the First Parish Burial Ground and participate directly in the completion of the 
work. With an MA in American Studies, Ms. Fannin has broad experience in burial ground 
documentation, carver research, stone cleaning and preservation planning for historic burial grounds. 
 
James C. Fannin, Jr. has received extensive training in stone conservation and has twenty-eight 
years experience in the field. His understanding of the nature and properties of stone and 
construction techniques of the 17th, 18th, and 19th centuries for markers and monuments is 
important in the development of conservation plans and actual treatment of gravestones.  James 
Fannin is an associate member of the American Institute for Conservation (AIC) and performs all 
documentation and conservation in accordance with the AIC Code of Ethics and Standards of 
Practice. 
 
FanninÅLehner Preservation Consultants also utilizes a trained crew for conservation projects. 
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Headstone Detail for  First Parish Burial Ground  
 

First Parish Burial Ground was established in 1644 and is on the National Register of Historic 
Places.   
 
First Parish Burial Ground was established in 1644, is on the National Register of Historic Places.   
 
Please reference the Basic and Advanced Procedure sections of this document.  It outlines the 
process to repair the stones based on the condition in the table below.  All of the stones in these 
cemeteries we require advanced repair. Because of the historic nature of the cemetery, we will use 
Fannin Lehner Stone Conservatorôs technical recommendations. 
 
 

Cemetery 
Location 

Name Year of  

Burial  

Stone 

Condition 

Procedure 

Required 

First Parish Burial Ground Mary Coffin 1789 Snapped off base Advanced 

First Parish Burial Ground William Fuller  1777 In two pieces Advanced 

First Parish Burial Ground Captain Miles Barnes  1796 In two pieces  Advanced 

First Parish Burial Ground Judith Saunders  1770 Crack Advanced 

First Parish Burial Ground Deacon William Parsons  1755 In two pieces  Advanced 

First Parish Burial Ground Betsey Coffin  1793 Snapped off base Advanced 

First Parish Burial Ground Elizabeth Plummer  1781 In two pieces  Advanced 
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William Fuller 1777  

The slate stone is broken into two pieces. 
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Captain Miles Barnes ï Captain of the 1796 Industry wreck 

 

This stone is broken, see the smaller stone in front; reference first photo.  The Industry shipwreck occurred in 

January during a snowstorm.  The ship was lost on Good Harbor beach near Salt Island. All lives were lost, the 

captain and four men were laid to rest in the burial ground.  The graves of the other four men have not been 

located 

 

 
 

Close-up 

Once the stone is repaired and cleaned you can see it will be in good shape. 
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Mary Coffin 1789  

The stone is intact but snapped off the base. 

 

 

 


